Student Name – Arik Rosenberg

Craft Lesson:  Sharing Culture through Special Events


All About an Event

Arik Rosenberg – Grade 3 – Eleanor Kolitz Academy, San Antonio, Texas




All About Purim


We celebrate Purim because Haman made a decree. He said, “To kill all Jews.” Esther told Achashverosh that she was a Jew. Before that she fasted for 3 days. Then Achashverosh hung Haman. By fasting, it was a way of praying to J.


On Purim, we eat cookies called Hamantashen. They remind us of Haman’s ears, pocket, and/or hat. Haman was in charge and everyone was scared of him. But Hashem flipped everything over and Haman was scared. That is why we eat Hamantashen. 


We use groggers when we read the Megillah. We sound the graggers when we hear Haman’s name. The graggers are very loud. Haman was a very wicked man. Haman was so wicked we make noise to forget his name.


Esther and Mordechai wrote the Megillah. The Megillah is the whole Purim story. The Megillah has Hebrew words. I love the Megillah because it has action. The Megillah is written by a sofer. A sofer is someone who is specially trained to write the Torah or Megillah.


I like Purim because we read the Megillah. I like it because we put costumes on. I love Purim. It is fun. We play a lot of stuff. We will make a play at my shul. I like the part in the story when Haman gets hanged.



When explaining why they like something, effective writers pack it full of interesting factual details which acquaint the reader with experiences, not merely with his conclusions.


	


Arik breaks down his favorite holiday into different parts and carefully explains each one. Rather than telling us over and over that he likes it and it is fun, he shows us a rich body of information which builds a strong argument.





Activity:   


1.  Using Arik’s piece, number the paragraphs.


2.  In groups or partners, write a word or two on a sticky note which identifies the topic of each paragraph.


3.  Draw a chart with the empty text structure boxes on the board or chart paper while students are working.


4.  Have students post and explain their sticky notes on each box on the chart. 


5.  Tell students that they have now analyzed Arik’s piece and have captured a text structure that they can use any time.





Challenge: 


Pick out a holiday and try writing a piece using the new text structure. 











	











What we eat and why








 One object we use








Something we read or sing








 Why I like it so much








How the event started











